• engagement." This was, technically speaking, true, and only proves once more the complete defencelessness of every country in Europe, the fear which dominated every Minister, and their readiness to take refuge behind the cannon; for thither the general European anarchy was forcing them.
The dominating factors in this nation of shopkeepers, that could never wish for the destruction of its largest customer, forced it, despite increasing competition, into a position which resembled in general that between Sparta and Athens. "We shall never consent to the destruction of Athens," Sparta had said in reply to representations from Thebes, "for Greece without Athens would be but a man with one eye." The growing population and growing unrest of the German people, its police spirit, and above all the glitter of its "shining sword," made Kaiser and Empire unpopular in Great Britain; but there was never a word or even a thought of a planned attack.
For all that, Grey knew how easily, in the disingenuous and undeveloped state of international law, any party could manufacture an alleged "violation of the frontier," and so accuse any other of that aggression which itself was undertaking or wished to undertake.
Lloyd George was the Celt in the Cabinet, and consequently something of a poet; besides this, being the son of a poor schoolmaster, he knew the people. Adroit and popular, eloquent and energetic, he commanded a variety of talents which gradually carried him into a position for which he was in some respects too strong. He was as wholly a man of practical experience as Asquith of legal theory. He was as demagogic and fond of applause as Grey was deliberate, peace-loving, and solitary. He thought best with his eyes, and if he wished to understand some point concerning a ship or a mine, would go down into the pit or out to sea, and look. He had studied the German method of dealing with social questions, but unfamiliar as he was with the arts and sciences,
91none exist in writing1; Lloyd George of an "obligation of honour" Churchill,
